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PREMIER — JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: As part of my government’s continued push to create 
jobs and promote investment in Western Australia, I recently undertook a six-day visit to Japan and Korea. 
The primary purpose of the Japan leg was to promote the recently announced direct flights by All Nippon Airways 
between Tokyo and Perth. This was an exciting announcement for our state over the Christmas break and I took 
the opportunity to meet the senior executives of ANA to thank them for their decision. The new service will start 
in September and ANA is committed to working with Tourism WA to market the flights. The direct flights are 
generating a lot of interest in Tokyo. At the various meetings I had with the major trading houses, all expressed keen 
interest in using the new service. In fact, they cannot wait. Australia’s ambassador to Japan, Hon Richard Court, 
hosted a dinner of key businesses at which the direct flights were promoted and a broader discussion was held 
about Western Australia’s strong relationship with Japan. I take this opportunity to thank the ambassador for his 
strong advocacy in helping secure the direct flights. His connection to Western Australia, as a former Premier, is 
a great asset for our state in that market. The Japan leg also included a visit to Hyogo, our valued and long-term 
sister state. In Hyogo we discussed further opportunities in education and medical research. I also took time to 
meet Western Australia’s good friend, Governor Ido. 
From Japan I went to Seoul, South Korea. Being the first visit to the region by a Western Australian Premier since 
2011, it was long overdue. South Korea is WA’s third-biggest trading partner and a big importer of our natural 
resources—namely iron ore and natural gas. However, the discussions I had with major companies, including POSCO 
and Hyundai Steel, revealed a strong appetite to expand the relationship through other areas including lithium, 
hydrogen and tourism. During this visit I had the pleasure of meeting the Speaker of Korea’s National Assembly, 
Hon Moon Hee-Sang, and the Member for Health and Welfare, Hon Chang Jung-Sook. It was a very engaging 
discussion about the relationship between Western Australia and Korea and I took the opportunity to invite them 
both to Western Australia. I hope they take up the offer as it would only help strengthen our ties. Finally, I had the 
distinct honour of laying a wreath at South Korea’s National War Museum, at the foot of the plaque memorialising 
the 340 Australians who died in the Korean War. It was a moving moment—especially it being Australia Day eve—
and I thank the war museum for its co-operation and support. 
Finally, I would like to thank staff at the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation for helping organise 
the mission and give special thanks to David McCulloch, Noriko Hirata and Jean Ough for their help on the ground. 
I also table a copy of the itinerary. 
[See paper 2207.] 
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